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lil. Industry Monitoring and Government Supervision i
To facilitate the effective implementation of the IRM strategy, the concemed mdustry
st ail also implement the following measures: |

i
|

(1) enhanced monitoring of (a) level of Bt com adoption particularly by municipality in
govermment-identified areas, and (b) unexpected ACB damags using fanner
reporting system and ocular field scouting; - et

(2) conduct of seminars or meetings with relevant stakeholders (including informal
lenders) who shall assist in gathering data on Bt com adoption by barangay in
identified corn produclion areas; '-

(3) continuous education and training of farmers and other relevant stakeholders: on
IRM; i

(4) timely submission of periodic reports on adoption rate by municipality: and

frequency of education and training activities; and B

(5) provision of support for identified policy and technical studies. '_ ’

Tha Department of Agriculture shall play an active role in implementing the planned| IRM
strategy. In addition to exercising supervision over implementation of the IRM strategy
and industry monitoring of any resistance development, the DA shall support the conduct
of the needed studies, education of all stakeholders, and technical capabiiity buﬁ:q"\q of
its agencies. - -

1
IV. Monitoring of insect Resistance |
Per monitoring of insect resistance by the Crop Protection Division of the Bureau of Plant
industry for the two-year period following the planting of Bt com, no confimed incidence
of ACB resistance to Bt com has been reported. Moreover, Bt com adoption up t9 the
mu nicipality level has been monitored every cropping season, and a contiguous 200-
hectare com farm exclusively planted to Bt com has not yet been observed, particylarly
in he three identified provinces with relatively high adoption rates, namely Isabela, ﬁputh
Caotabato, and Pangasinan. |

In view therefore of the non-observance of ACB resistance to Bt com and the ayaiigbility
of options for unstructured refuge based on locally generated data, the second trigger for
the implementation of a structured refuge after the two-year period as prescribed in MC
17 ill.a.(ii) is heraby lified. However, the system of enhanced monitoring on the pqr! of
incustry and supervision on the part of regulators to monitor possible development of
resistance shall be maintained. A technical and scientific advisory commitiee:shallibe
created to review periodically the implementation of the IRM strategy and recommend
appropriate policies. ' ‘A

_ Ths Circular shall take effect immediataly.
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